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Synopsis

One of the greatest nineteenth-century scientist-explorers, Alexander von Humboldt traversed the
tropical Spanish Americas between 1799 and 1804. By the time of his death in 1859, he had won
international fame for his scientific discoveries, his observations of Native American peoples and his
detailed descriptions of the flora and fauna of the 'new continent’. The first to draw and speculate on
Aztec art, to observe reverse polarity in magnetism and to discover why America is called America,
his writings profoundly influenced the course of Victorian culture, causing Darwin to reflect: "He
alone gives any notion of the feelings which are raised in the mind on first entering the Tropics.’For
more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700A A titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust
theA A series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-dateA A translations by award-winning

translators.
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Customer Reviews

Text: English (translation) Original Language: French

Alexander von Humboldt became a wholly new kind of nineteenth-century hero - the
scientist-explorer - and in Personal Narrative he invented a new literary genre, the travelogue.

Between 1799 and 1804 he explored the tropical Spanish Americas, by his death in 1859 he had



won international fame. He was the first European to discuss, draw and speculate on Aztec art, the
first to observe reverse polarity in magnetism, the first to propagate the notion of seismic waves, the
first to discover why America is called America. A true Romantic, an admirer of Rousseau and close
friend of Goethe, Humboldt was a passionate observer, never a colonial despoiler, and his writings
made a profound impact upon the course of Victorian science. This volume contains a fascinating
selection from Humboldt’s original 1,997 pages of Personal Narrative, in the first English translation

to appear since 1851.

Great story narrative. Only wish there was a map or some link to the locations of his adventures.

every paragraph was a learning experience. | wa amazed at the scientific wrok in the jungles of

South America.buy this one

Fabulous account of von Humboldt's genius, passion for exploration and learning, commitment to
excellence, his singular humanity for today’s confused world, and his joy in the life of our precious,

precious EARTH!Bradley A. TePaske, PhDJungian Analyst, Religious Historian, Artist

| bught the book, and was expecting it eagerly.Once it arrived | realized | had make a mistake by not
realizing it was just an exceprto from the real deal.Only a small part of the trip is described and
nothing in the parts | was interested is even mentioned.l hope the other parts will come at any time

soon.

Great Book

good book

Quite interesting, sometimes fascinating--like his description of his trip up and into the volcano on

Teneriffe.

Great Book!
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